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8eport3 received 

to 1400 BSE Tuesday Indicate that the situation la Jordan Is still, 
tense. The f react news agency end the Israeli radio reported lata 
this morning that dmxauitrators tore down the flag over the U.s. 
consulate, AFP adding that an attach was later directed against t he 
French consulate where the personnel took refuge on the roof. IFF 
reported that in the streets of the Old City the crowd is ’’pillaging 
and -shouting" and loudspeakers are enouncing the Goreraasm %*a 
resignation, and the Arab legion ia patrolling constantly "hut with 
little effect." Curfew in Jerusalem and Bethlehem has been ordered 


f rom 1^00 to 0600 hours . 

First reports of disturbances in the Jordanian capital can in 
an Arab lunrs Agency report from Cairo Thursday tewing ©eeesber 15 


which said Jordanian students had entrenched themselves in the Jordanian 
eehassy ia Cairo to protest attempts to force Jordan to Join the 
Baghdad fact. A day earlier, the Jordan radio had re port ed the 
resignation of the Said al-Atafti Comm e n t which on Tuesday had been 
confronted with a parliamentary request for a statement on the 
negotiations taking place since the previous weekend with the British 
Chief of Staff, General Sampler. The Sealth Minister, replying for the 
Govenasmt, said the British proposals had neither heme accepted not 
rejected. AFT reported hereafter 12 that the f or m e r Jordan Minister 
Welid Sal ah had told a press conference in Beirut that Britain was 
exerting pressure on Jordan to join , the Pact. ' And cat Beces&er If 
the Jordan radio broadcast a agU EE RS interview with the sew premier J( 
al-Jtojali who noted disagreement in the Said al -Mufti cabinet over 
whether the British proposals me the Feet should be presented 'to a 
"certa in Arab estate.* The resignation of four ministers was subsequently 


reports. 


the Jordan radio* » account of events since the disorders began 
has teen extremely reserved, and frequently in conflict with reportage 
from other area source 5. typical was its report of a “peaceful 
deeonstretiois” ia Seblus, from where the Arab Sews Agency reported 
slashes and casualties, and its a mouace aggt that .polite were "able to 
disperse’' a demonstration in Assail where “seven persons were wounded 
and one was MSI*®*" The radio also reported "peaceful demonstrations” 
ia Bmttllah end Tulkarm send that in Bebran, a SBSKA office was attacked 
and in Jericho "greet damage * dene to a development project. Reports 
from other transmitters were occasionally contradicted . Sarly Bacesstwr 
IT Cairo reported that 4© persons were killed, 200 seriously injured, 

300 demonstrators arrested, and a state of emergency proclaimed. As 
how later, the Jerusalem (Jordan) radio officially denied hmsaseufi 
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report about " disturbances yesterday and the killing and wounding 
%0 persons." toy Incident Involving security «r wrests categorically 
denied* later la the day, the same radio officially dealcd * r yport 
attributed to Cairo radio about tha reslgaatiaa of Arif al^drlf free 
the Jordan cabinet, adding that tha Minister was “now attending^ 

Cabinet nesting and carrying out his duties la a noanai sawder* fwo 
hours after the Israeli radio reported that drab legion reinforcements 
had hem brought into the Old City of Jerusalem and that the gates of 
the City Wall had been closed, the Jordan radio officially declared 
the gates awe open* 

Arab Sews Agency report# suggested a quite different picture* On 
Monday the egancy reported that “boisterous* descs a trators aarched la 
the streets calling for the resigaatioa of the nee gauesam e at and for 
no joining of foreign adlltary pacts* the ease transmission noted that 
the Minister of Education bad closed all schools until, further notice— 

Jordan radio announced becaaber 19 that Jemaalee schools would, reopen 
Bewnber 20--8»S that the Axay had occupied' all Govenawnt ba ll di n gs. 

AM quoted people coming fboa the north m reporting "rtslent demons! rs- 
tloBB*' in UebM «d other tows of tha prowinee— the %r±aa A1 QABAS 
said Irfeld'had been "completely destroyed* —in Sarah, and southern tews* 
D eagm stratlona were reported still in p rogr ess in Mblw* after three 
days, the post office in Hebron was said to be wrecked, and similar 
incidents were reported to base occurred la Jenin, fullsar®, Qalqilyah, 

Haaallah, Al-Blrsh and Bayt Jala, and at refugee esapa la Jariebo and 
al-Ouhasbi in the Hebron area, claves resulting in saay wounded ware 
reported, the agency also noted that the Go ver nme n t had arrested 
certain nedhera of the national Socialist Party, tncludin g 9ulay»a& 
al-SMbulsi, secretary, m well as aeebers of other parties far 
instigating the demons tr at ions . 

Jard&a radio Peccsber 2$ carri ad the text of a royal decree dissolving 
the Chamber of Deputies and a statement by the. premier c a lling for calm, 
’’nothing shall be decided upon before It la approved by the new representatives 
of the nation," he said, "there la nothing In the wind i&Mt should 
worry eltiseas*/ this 1® proof all tendentious rumors regarding allefS**’. 
aUlanee* areTtroe." the Israeli radio featured a report of a proteat 




of Jordanians by Cairo radio. 

Cairo radio makes no secret of its sympathy with the demonstrator w * 
An Arab-laaguoge transmission for Palestinians quoted the Lebanese &L- 
Sfearq as stating that Offieera of Jordan's n a ti on al guard had net ami 
called for "secession fresa the Amen gow e ra ne nt and separation of amrt 
and west Jordan.'’ "free- officers’* want said to hare defected fits® «» 
Amy to the Satlonal tord. fhe seme tu?ea^ast carried a examaBtsry 
which laid Idle "pressure and coercion new la evidence ia Jordan* to 
the "crooked dlplcauicy* of the Western powers. A Cairo hone service 
bulletin Peceaber 20 devoted nearly half Its time to news from Jordan. 
Mplosaats were quoted m reporting "leige-scale" ffewon stmticas la 
Jerusalem, sad ablaeks m forelga cansulates. Other "lawaa 
from ftsiro redie said eaves persons had been, killed and fifty wounded 
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and that a number of officers had been arrested. 

that the demonstrators in Jtaaaa had been lead through the streets by 
former Ministers* Haim Abd al-Hadi and Suleyman Taqaa. 

Cora»nt from other areas sources is limited. Syriac students are 
reported by ASA to have held sympathy deoonatrations pr otesti ng 
JotS gmenmenf. attitude to the Ba^idf FKt. tT P reyor t^ December 
20 that m master of Syrian duties had rtsea in the timber *<> 
(Moacim'mjeli'e plot to prepare JortanU adherence to *5jL 
Pact" aoTto ask tbs Syrian gorernaant to lnter^ ne ln 

aad halo solve it in the interest of the Arabs. Cairo twme 
service cited "reliable sources" la Bamaseus * jgS* 

that "high level" discussions were taking place between Syria * **&** 

and Saadi Arabia "with regard to ^^“S^F^neh nS^Sency 

the event British financial aid is withheld. She Prcnch nevs a^^ 
ported from Beirut that news of the Jordan cabinet* s attitude towar^i 
the Bagdad Pact had been received by the Lebanese press without 
surprise “hist wi%h and concern 9 

A statement from the roy^ p^«e 
by the Jordan radio may also be noted. It rererrea vo ”r 

rLors and provmcbtive statements" recently heard ^ 

the Palestine question and the Government fJf aner °^^ e ^ g f ^ t L i ^ 1 
and stressed that this issue “heads all other ?f?JS « 

the country* a material and moral capacities have bean 
The statement then pointed out that efforts were made t*J2F?e!22t 
with the British Government far «*»&»«* 

of 19^8 two years ago, tod that the British had agreed to resume 
negotiations. 
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